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rather unmanageable. Fanny was more reflec-
tive, less sanguine, more alive to the prosaic
obligations of life, and with a keen sense of
domestic duty, early developed in her by neces-
sity and by her position as the eldest of this
somewhat anomalous family. Godwin, by nature
as undemonstrative as possible, showed more
affection to Fanny than to any one else. He
always turned to her for any little service he
might require. It seemed, said Christy, as
though he would fain have guarded against the
possibility of her feeling that she, an orphan, was
less to him than the others. Christy was of
opinion that Fanny was not made aware of her
real position till her quite later years, a fact
which, if true, goes far towards explaining much
of her after life. It seems most likely, at any
rate, that at this time she was unacquainted with
the circumstances of her birth. To Godwin she
had always seemed like his own eldest child, the
first he had cared for or who had been fond of
him, and his dependence on her was not surpris-
ing, for no daughter could have tended him with
more solicitous care ; besides which, she was one
of those people, ready to do anything for every-
body, who are always at the beck and call of
others, and always in request. She filled the
home, to which Mary, so constantly absent, was
just now only a visitor.